
Offbeat book club potential reads & dates 

The Argonauts (2015) 
Maggie Nelson 
 
A genre-bending memoir, a work offering fresh, fierce, and 
timely thinking about desire, identity, and the limitations 
and possibilities of love and language. At its center is a ro-
mance: the story of the author's relationship with the artist 
Harry Dodge. This story, which includes Nelson's account 
of falling in love with Dodge, who is fluidly gendered, as 
well as her journey to and through a pregnancy, offers a 
firsthand account of the complexities and joys of (queer) 
family-making. 160 pages 

 
Between (2014) 
Angie Abdou  
 
Offers readers an intriguing, searing portrait of two women 
from two different cultures. At the same time, it satirizes 
contemporary love, marriage, and parenthood by exposing 
the sense of entitlement and superiority at the heart of up-
per-middle-class North American existence through a ubiq-
uitous presence in it: the foreign nanny. Angie Abdou comi-
cally and tragically tackles the issue of international nan-
nies by providing a window on motherhood where it is tan-
gled up with class, career, labour, and desire.  312 pages 
 
Fates and Furies (2015) 
Lauren Groff 

 
Every story has two sides. Every relationship has two per-
spectives. And sometimes, it turns out, the key to a great 
marriage is not its truths but its secrets. At the core of this 
rich, expansive, layered novel, Lauren Groff presents the 
story of one such marriage over the course of twenty-four 
years. At age twenty-two, Lotto and Mathilde are tall, glam-
orous, madly in love, and destined for greatness. A decade 
later, their marriage is still the envy of their friends, but 
with an electric thrill we understand that things are even 
more complicated and remarkable than they have seemed. 
With stunning revelations and multiple threads, and in 
prose that is vibrantly alive and original. 390 pages  
 
The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up (2010) 
Marie Kondō 

 
Presents a guide to cleaning and organizing a living space, 
discussing best methods for decluttering and the impact 
that an organized home can have on mood and physical and 
mental health.  214 pages 
 
 
 

The Bell Jar (1963) 
Sylvia Plath 

 
Esther Greenwood is brilliant, beautiful, enormously tal-
ented, and successful, but slowly going under—maybe for 
the last time. In her acclaimed and enduring masterwork, 
Sylvia Plath brilliantly draws the reader into Esther's break-
down with such intensity that her insanity becomes palpa-
bly real, even rational—as accessible an experience as going 
to the movies.  288 pages 
 
Brave New World (1932) 
Aldous Huxley 
 
Far in the future, the World Controllers have created the 
ideal society. Through clever use of genetic engineering, 
brainwashing and recreational sex and drugs, all its mem-
bers are happy consumers. Bernard Marx seems alone har-
bouring an ill-defined longing to break free. A visit to one of 
the few remaining Savage Reservations, where the old, im-
perfect life still continues, may be the cure for his  
distress.  268 pages 

 
Man in the High Castle (1962) 
Philip K. Dick 
 
It's America in 1962. Slavery is legal once again. The few 
Jews who still survive hide under assumed names. In San 
Francisco the I Ching is as common as the Yellow Pages. All 
because some 20 years earlier the United States lost a war, 
and is now occupied jointly by Nazi Germany and Japan.  
259 pages 

 
Middlesex  (2002) 
Jeffrey Eugenides 
 
Middlesex tells the breathtaking story of Calliope Stepha-
nides, and three generations of the Greek-American 
Stephanides family, who travel from a tiny village overlook-
ing Mount Olympus in Asia Minor to Prohibition-era De-
troit, witnessing its glory days as the Motor City and the 
race riots of 1967 before moving out to the tree-lined streets 
of suburban Grosse Pointe, Michigan. To understand why 
Calliope is not like other girls, she has to uncover a guilty 
family secret, and the astonishing genetic history that turns 
Callie into Cal, one of the most audacious and wondrous 
narrators in contemporary fiction. Lyrical and thrill-
ing, Middlesex is an exhilarating reinvention of the Ameri-
can epic. 544 pages 
 
WINNER OF THE PULIZER PRIZE 
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East of Eden (1953) 
John Steinbeck 
 
Set in the rich farmland of California’s Salinas Valley, this 
sprawling and often brutal novel follows the intertwined 
destinies of two families whose generations helplessly reen-
act the fall of Adam and Eve and the poisonous rivalry of 
Cain and Abel. Here Steinbeck created some of his most 
memorable characters and explored his most enduring 
themes: the mystery of identity; the inexplicability of love; 
and the murderous consequences of love’s absence.   
601 pages 

 
The Goldfinch (2013) 
Donna Tartt  

 
Theo miraculously survives an accident that kills his 
mother. Abandoned by his father, tormented above all by 
his longing for his mother, he clings to the one thing that 
reminds him of her: a small, mysteriously captivating paint-
ing that ultimately draws Theo into the underworld of art. 
As an adult, Theo moves silkily between the drawing rooms 
of the rich and the dusty labyrinth of an antiques store 
where he works. He is alienated and in love--and at the cen-
ter of a narrowing, ever more dangerous circle. 773 pages 
 
WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE  

 
Infinite Jest (1996) 
David Foster Wallace 
 
Set in an addicts' halfway house and a tennis academy, and 
featuring the most endearingly screwed-up family to come 
along in recent fiction, Infinite Jest explores essential ques-
tions about what entertainment is and why it has come to 
so dominate our lives; about how our desire for entertain-
ment affects our need to connect with other people; and 
about what the pleasures we choose say about who we 
are.  1088 pages 

 
A Little Life (2015) 
Hanya Yanagahira 

 
Four classmates from a small Massachusetts college move 
to New York to make their way... Over the decades, their 
relationships deepen and darken, tinged by addiction, suc-
cess, and pride. Yet their greatest challenge, each comes to 
realize, is Jude who by midlife a terrifyingly talented litiga-
tor yet an increasingly broken man, his mind and body 
scarred by an unspeakable childhood, and haunted by what 
he fears is a degree of trauma that he'll not only be unable 
to overcome--but that will define his life forever. 720 pages 
 
NOMINEE for 2015 PULITZER PRIZE  

 
 

Big books Meetings  


